SUNDAY’S REFLECTION s REFLEXION DOMINICAL

September 14, 2025
Pastoral Reflections...from Fr. Gama
Feast of the Exaltation of the Holy Cross

The bronze serpent lifted in the desert was a strange
sign: those who gazed upon it were healed (Num 21).
Today we lift our eyes to the Cross, the true sign of sal-
vation. What once symbolized shame has become the
throne of mercy. Paul reminds us that Christ Jesus
“emptied himself, taking the form of a slave” (Phil 2).
This descent into humility is the heart of Franciscan spir-
ituality: to bow low in order to reveal God’s love.

St. Francis called the Cross his book. He would pray be-
fore the Crucifix of San Damiano and hear Christ say:
“Rebuild my Church.” For Francis, the Cross was not
abstract theology but the daily embrace of suffering, pov-
erty, and love. In the Capuchin tradition, brothers medi-
tate on the wounds of Christ not to stir pity but to enter
into the mystery of love poured out. The Cross is the
school of charity where we learn that God’s power is
revealed in weakness.

In the Gospel, Jesus tells Nicodemus that just as Moses
lifted up the serpent, the Son of Man must be lifted up so
that whoever believes may have eternal life (Jn 3). The
Cross does not condemn but saves. It is the bridge be-
tween our brokenness and God’s mercy. Practical theolo-
gy invites us to see how the Cross shapes real life: in pa-
tience with family, in forgiveness after conflict, in cour-
age when facing illness or loss. The Cross is not only
remembered but lived. To exalt the Cross is to proclaim
that God transforms death into life, weakness into
strength, despair into hope. As we gaze on the Cross,
may we see not defeat but victory—the love of Christ
that no suffering can erase.

To exalt the Cross is to proclaim that God transforms
death into life, weakness into strength, despair into hope.
As we gaze on the Cross, may we see not defeat but vic-
tory—the love of Christ that no suffering can erase.
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14 de Septiembre, 2025
Refleccion Pastoral ...de P. Gama

La Exaltacion de la Santa Cruz

La serpiente de bronce levantada en el desierto fue un si-
gno extrano: los que la miraban eran sanados (Num 21).
Hoy levantamos los ojos a la Cruz, el verdadero signo de
salvacion. Lo que antes significaba vergiienza se ha con-
vertido en trono de misericordia. Pablo nos recuerda que
Cristo Jesus “se anonado, tomando la condicion de sier-
vo” (Flp 2). Este descenso en humildad es el corazén de la
espiritualidad franciscana: inclinarse para revelar el amor
de Dios.

San Francisco llamaba a la Cruz su libro. Rezaba ante el
Crucifijo de San Damian y escuchaba a Cristo decir:
“Reconstruye mi Iglesia.” Para Francisco, la Cruz no era
teologia abstracta sino el abrazo diario del sufrimiento, la
pobreza y el amor. En la tradicion capuchina, los her-
manos meditan en las llagas de Cristo no para provocar
lastima sino para entrar en el misterio del amor der-
ramado. La Cruz es la escuela de la caridad donde apren-
demos que el poder de Dios se manifiesta en la debilidad.

En el Evangelio, Jesus dice a Nicodemo que asi como Moi-
sés levanto la serpiente, el Hijo del Hombre debe ser levan-
tado para que todo el que crea tenga vida eterna (Jn 3). La
Cruz no condena sino que salva. Es el puente entre nuestra
fragilidad y la misericordia de Dios. La teologia practica
nos invita a ver como la Cruz moldea la vida: en la pacien-
cia con la familia, en el perdon tras un conflicto, en la
valentia ante la enfermedad o la pérdida. La Cruz no sdélo
se recuerda, se vive.

Exaltar la Cruz es proclamar que Dios transforma la muerte
en vida, la debilidad en fuerza, la desesperacion en es-
peranza. Al contemplar la Cruz, vemos no derrota sino vic-
toria: el amor de Cristo que ningun sufrimiento puede
borrar.
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ANNUNCIATION
CATHOLIC CHURCH

GEM OF THE INNER CITY

IGLESIA CATOLICA DE

ANUNCIACION

JOYA MAS PRECIOSA DE LA CIUDAD CENTRAL

Office Hours:
Tuesdays—Friday. 9am—4:00pm 3601 N Humboldt St, Denver, CO 80205
Deacon: Henry Concha (retired)
Pastor: Fr. Christopher Gama, OFM Cap. 303-296-1024
Vicar: Fr. Vincent Carrasco, OFM Cap.

Associate: Fr. Joseph Mary Elder, OFM Cap. AR

www.annunciationdenver.org

Mailing- 1408 E. 36th Ave, Denver, CO 80205

EXPOSITION OF
THE BLESSED

SACRﬁMENT Sunday Mass Schedule
ADORACION Horario de Misa Dominical
AL SANTISIMO
b 4 0 ! Misa Sabados (Spanish) 6:00pm
S W SRS Martes /Tuesdays Mass (English) ~ 8:00am & 11:30am
condemn the warld, but hat the world mighc e RO RS Misa (Spanish 9:30am & 1:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Daily Masses:
Sacramento de Reconciliacion Tuesday’s - Friday’s 8:15am English
Tuesday / Martes 5:30pm- 6:15pm Misa por la tarde Espafiol
Sabado / Saturday 4:30pm- 5:30pm Martes: 6:45pm | Miercoles: 6:00pm

Or by appoinment — o por cita

Annunciation Catholic School Twin Parishes Food Bank
3663 Humboldt St. Denver, CO 80205
Phone: 303-294-0684
Open: Tuesdays & Thursdays
10am-12pm & 1pm-3pm

3536 Lafayette St. Denver, CO 80205
Website: Annunciationk8.org
Phone: 303-295-2515

Principal: Mrs. Deb Roberts

Director:
Kevin Holwerda-Hommes



https://bible.usccb.org/bible/numbers/21?4
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/philippians/2?6
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/21?1

Pray for the people who died this year

Oremos por los Difuntos de este aino

Charlotte Gonzalez, Eloise Vera, Debbie Lynn Escamilla, Alberta Brito, Galdino
Reyes de la Cruz, Pedro Leon, Gilbert Pena, Albert Brito, Jaya Capri Flores, Pedro
Luevano, Reyes Flores, Jose Medina, Evelyn Hurtado, Cesar Villagomez, Joaquin
Chavez, Gary Garcia, Judy Rohr

Pray for the Sick & the Elderly

Oremos por los Enfermos y Ancianos
Laura Gutierrez, Lana McFee, Dale Talmich, Jr, Zaniyah Vadez, Carol
Vera, Tino Ramirez and Suzette Scott, Mathison Sandoval, Teresa
Casillas, Jose Bocanegra, Cesar Munoz, Yolanda Verduzco, Manuel Martinez,
Maria del Refugio Esquivel, Rayonn Lobato, Mickey Chavez, Carmen Vargas,
Bob Gonzales, Erica Gonzales, Devany De la Torre, Jose Castaneda, Alex

Date /Fecha Offertory / Colecta Total
In Person, 09/07 $6,724
Venmo, 09/07 $
Total week 09/07 $6,724

PARISH HAPPENINGS - ACONTECIMIENTOS PARROQUIALES

Chavez, Carmen Lechuga, Maria del Toro, Maria Estrada, Steve Armijo, Ma.
Lourdes Veduzco, Evelyn Marin, Diane Romero, Presenciano Jacobo, Laura
Carbajal, Lori Talmich, Greg Gaschler, Albert Rodriguez, Wayne Depew , Brian

Hurtado, Angelique Gaschler

Volunteer to gather

Mass Intentions
Intenciones de la Misa

Monday, September 15 / Lunes, 15 de Septiembre
No Mass

Tuesday, September 16 / Martes, 16 de Septiembre

8:15am Misa NS- Accion de gracias por Ester Cepeda

12:00pm Eucharistic Adoration/ Adoracién Eucristica

6:30pm Benediction / Reposicién del Santisimo

6:45pm  Misa S- Sergio Lopez y Familia

Wednesday, September 17 /Miércoles, 17 de Septiembre

8:15am Mass S- Missionaries of charity

6:00pm Misa S- Encuentro Matrimonial y los Padres quienes
apoyan

Thursday, September 18 / Jueves, 18 de Septiembre

8:15am Misa S- +Greg Rohr

Friday, September 19 / Viernes, 19 de Septiembre

8:15am Misa S- 3rd Order of St. Francis

Saturday, September 20 / Sabado, 20 de Septiembre

6:00pm Misa S- Por las intenciones de Liborio Alvarez

Sunday, September 21 / Domingo, 21 de Septiembre

8:00am Mass S— +Judy Rorh & +Jesus Ayala Reyes

9:30am Misa S- Por las almas del pulgatorio +Ricardo Casto-
rena y +Athena Jacobo +Anastacia y Manuel Cisneros

11:30am Mass NS—+Manuel & Josie Perez

1:00pm Misa S—+Rafael Chavez Garcia +Jose Chavez Pala-
cios, +Manuel Chavez

'y signatures to protect
reacene OUF Kids in Colorado

Our bishops have asked us to hold signature gathering
efforts after Masses for the ballot initiatives for 2026:

* Punish Sex Traffickers
* Protect Girls Sports
* Prohibit Sex Change Surgery for Minors

You can help us by signing up to carry a petition and
gather parishioner signatures at one or all of our Masses
on the weekends of September 13/14; October 4/5; or
November 1/2. Sign up to be a captain for our parish or
just to volunteer at one of the Masses by registering at
Protect Kids Colorado: Catholic Parish Volunteers

“Thursday Nights with the Friars”

Next Thursday Nights with the Friars —
Schedule Change

This week only, our gathering moves to Fri-
day, September 19, 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the
Church due to the filming of the “In the
Hood” podcast on Thursday. We’ll resume our
normal Thursday schedule next week
(Thursday, September 25). All are welcome!

“Jueves con los Frailes”

— Proxima “Noches de Jueves con los
Frailes” — Cambio de horario

Solo esta semana, nos reuniremos ¢l viernes
19 de septiembre, de 7:00 a 8:00 p. m., en la
Iglesia, debido a la grabacion del podcast “In
the Hood” el jueves. Retomamos el horario
normal de jueves la proxima semana (jueves
25 de septiembre). Todos son bienvenidos!

Special Gaza Collection

Brothers and sisters, at the request of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, parishes across the country
are uniting in support of our suffering brothers and sisters in Gaza who are victims of violence. Here in the Archdio-
cese of Denver, all parishes will be taking up this special second collection at Masses the weekend of September
20th and 21st. If you wish to contribute by check, please make it payable to your parish and write “Victims of Vio-
lence in Gaza” in the memo line. Your generosity will bring hope and relief to those enduring grave hardship, and
we entrust them to the care of Our Lady, Queen of Peace.

Colecta Especial para Gaza

Hermanos y hermanas, a peticion de la Conferencia de Obispos Catélicos de Estados Unidos, las parroquias de todo
el pais se estan uniendo en apoyo a nuestros hermanos y hermanas que sufren en Gaza y que son victimas de la vio-
lencia. Aqui en la arquididcesis de Denver, todas las parroquias realizaran una segunda colecta especial durante las
Misas del fin de semana del 20 y 21 de septiembre. Si usted desea contribuir con un cheque, por favor hagalo a
nombre de su parroquia y escriba “Victimas de la violencia en Gaza” en la linea de nota o memo. Su generosidad
llevara esperanza y alivio a quienes estdn enfrentando un sufrimiento profundo, y los encomendamos al cuidado de
Nuestra Sefiora, Reina de la Paz.

RAPHIC nights’

FOURTH FRIDAY'S UNTL
NOVEMBER

SEPT 26
OCT 24
NOV 28

MUSIC BY SERAPHIC MT

denver, co

annunciation catholic church
7pm

() JOIN US FOR NIGHTS OF WORSHIP WITH THE CAPUCHIN FRIARS,

CONFESSION, A SOCIAL & MAKER'S MARKET AFTER EVERY NIGHT




